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rederrl Commuioiions Commission

This n a lefter ofsuppon ror rnnklin coDmuniq HerLrh N.t*olk\ Runl
weden and Centll MaineBrcadband lnrLativa.

As Eic.urive Diredor ofihe nonprofir Runl Brcadband lnitialivr and s s
spp.inre ro the govemors Brudbsd A..ss Intushctu.e Boa.d (DAIB), I Dn
ell too fDniliar*i!hlhe rnlniion rrcing individuls, busine*cs, $chlseryne
ryenciB, md hcJrhcm PiovideN in
dau coincctirity ar ory reasonable p
nuch thcir sorks sufGB in i$ abssncc.

FEsidenl Bush has s6r.d rhe coal or'\nivesal, affodablc a.cNs ror bro'dbtrnd
bcbnolosJ by rhc ycff 2007. 11$€ are b have adJ.hm.e ofnrtri'u ihe
Peidcnfs chalhnse, then the Rural 1ve$cm md cenrd M r Broadband
Iiitidive will need to be funded rully md ueenrly.

we 1we B?iled mors rhan r de.de
avaihbilily or hish spe.d Intner rcces in our region, and it sinply hasnl

. l ] ' u ' ' ) o f L c l

F imnigion rnd wilton by rhe Rml Bsadbed Iniriarive revealed oYedh.lming
suppon for erpanded broadband I'itrnd sccesr an a$oundiit 91% ir
respondenb indidtud dcy sould subscdbe ro hish{peed l omcr ir nede

I hrve lons been m advocarc ror r robud hish{peed Intenel infB*rudut in rhk
region, mo.iv.ted by rhc beliefthat hish speed lnrene! ace$ h a kc] $ruGcn
resouM for nrsl commnniiies. Rtrrl are6 benelil dnfrdhdly fmn n\e rcsourcs
pmvided by hish{peed Intend by supponlng mnlriple posiiive et}dcs on the
reeion\ sonomy, cullurc, edl. ioi. md rouisn, and en.blin! conmunirl$ ro
becomc ho€ comp.thive in mm ofmDulicbring, commenc, job .mroq and
.mployce rccrunment and retention. lnsea*d e.os ro broadband hs rhe
poienirl ro iouch linually every dtel orour conmunity ls posnive impad qi11
be even more dFmarl. heq wh.ft r lirde caplal soes r lons wa.v (and a wholo lor
of capnal go* cvci turn\tr)



Today, I'ich{pe.d dda 6medtui!, is neirher a luury nor m e.hmceneni! on i\e
contary, it is ,bsolurely essntial ro rhe pDper nndiming of ou health@
sysh,l1rc nove ro uiwsal eletunic nedical 6ods, +pre.dibin& sd IMy
othd ctuial dde.vo6. I u1!r you !o fwmbly oosider Franklin Comuiry
gc.lrh Neiwq*.' proposl lo .siablieh broadbmd i.aMtu i' rud vdhn

E{aurne Dnebr, Rual Broadbdd Inindive
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